
covering Justice mock trial program, with our 
Boston attorneys annually coaching two mid-
dle school mock trial teams. We have worked 
with older, troubled youth in Hartford who, 
through alternate sentencing arrangements 
by the juvenile court, are in the temporary 
custody of the Community Solutions social 
services non-pro�t. �ere, we have helped to 
create and coach these �juvenile delinquents� 
in a mock trial program that culminates in 
a �trial� held in the very courtroom where 
many of them were sentenced. Both of these 
programs have been �nancially supported, as 
well, with grants from the Brown Rudnick 
Charitable Foundation Corp.

�e �agship of our mock trial support has 
been the MBA Mock Trial Program, which 
reaches every corner of the Bay State, enrich-
ing both high school students and their attor-
ney coaches. After underwriting this program 
for the better part of a decade, we  think that 
we are making a sound 
investment in the future  
of our state�s youth, in the 
professional satisfaction 
of many of our common-
wealth�s attorneys, and 
even in the health of the 
Massachusetts justice sys-
tem itself.    g
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Being the chair of the 
MBA�s Mock Trial Com-
mittee for the last two 
years has been a richly 
rewarding experience. I 
have had the pleasure of 
chairing the committee 
through two incredibly 

interesting cases, one involving conspiracy 
and the other, product liability issues. I 
was fortunate to have three amazing MBA 
sta	 members, Elizabeth O�Neil, Chantal 
Sou	rant and Seth Boyd, who ensured that 
everything ran smoothly. I have said this 
before and will say it again: the Mock Trial 
Program could not be as successful as it has 
been without their diligent e	orts.

Also, I would like to thank Arthur Cara-
katsane and Denise Co	ey, who were kind 
enough to �ll in for me once the competition  
started so that I could continue coaching 
my high school team without a con�ict of 
interest.

It is with pride that I note that the Mock 
Trial Program just completed its 21st year 
and is going on as strong as ever. Of course, 
we could not have done it without the 
generous support of the Boston law �rm 
Brown, Rudnick, Berlack & Israels LLP. 
�ere would be no tournament without 
their sponsorship and, on behalf of the 
committee, judges, coaches and partici-
pants, I thank them profusely.

After serving on this committee for sev-
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It may be fair to say, after eight consecutive 
years as the sole sponsor of the Massachu-
setts Bar Association�s statewide Mock Trial 
Program, that Brown Rudnick has made a 
signi�cant investment in an entire generation 
in this commonwealth.

Under the MBA Mock Trial Program, 
thousands of Massachusetts high school stu-
dents have spent weeks working in teams with 
volunteer attorney coaches. �e objective? To 
take a static written description of �a case� and 
animate it into a live mock trial in which the 
participants are fully engaged with the con-
cept and practice of what it means to pursue 
justice. �e value? An experience of teamwork 
and fair play; Application of critical analysis; 
A reason to wrestle personally with what �jus-
tice� means; Development of the ability to ad-
vocate e	ectively for one�s point of view; Re-
spect for adversaries; An appreciation of the 
power of words, of questions; �e courage to 
take a risk, stretch one�s self; �e appreciation 
of how one might try to �search for the truth� 
and work rationally and peacefully through 
strong emotions to resolve con�icts; Partici-
pation in a sequenced learning process that 
builds to a �public� participatory conclusion; 
Balancing ego with e	ectiveness; Learning 
that in some contexts, everyone wins when all 
invest in a commitment to a fair process.

Brown Rudnick is proud of its involve-
ment with mock trials for youth at several 
stages of their development. We have worked 
with middle school children in Boston since 
the inception of the Citizen Schools and Dis-

Albert W. Wallis

Eric Schutzbank

Welcome to Mock Talk (formerly Mock Trial News), the Massachu-
setts Bar Association�s Mock Trial Program newsletter. Congratu-
lations to Abby Carroll of Lynn�eld High School, who won the 
newsletter naming contest announced in our fall 2005 issue. By 
selecting the winning name, Abby earned free registration for her 
school in the 2006 Mock Trial Tournament. 

Whether your school has participated in Mock Trial in the past, 
or you are considering competing for the �rst time, we hope this 

newsletter will provide you with an informative look at the 2006 
Mock Trial tournament and help you begin thinking about the sea-
son that lies ahead. 

If your school�s Mock Trial team has a story to feature in these 
pages, please contact us by e-mail at mocktrial@massbar.org. We 
look forward to hearing from you with stories about your team�s 
experiences.

2006 MOCK TRIAL SPONsOR




